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MINUTES OF THE PLENARY MEETING OF THE  

UNIVERSITY STUDENT SENATE OF THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK 

 

HELD 

 

APRIL 27, 2014 

 

AT GUTTMAN COMMUNITY COLLEGE, ROOM 401  

AT 50 WEST 40TH STREET—BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN 

 

 

There were present:  

 

USS Steering Members: 

Muhammad Arshad, Chairperson 

Cynthia Roldan, Vice Chair for Legislative Affairs 

Joseph Awadjie, Vice Chair for Fiscal Affairs 

Luis Gutierrez, Vice Chair for Graduate Student Affairs 

Julio Torres, Vice Chair for Senior College Affairs 

Domingo Estevez, Vice Chair for Community College Affairs 

Alfajo Jallow, Vice Chair for International Student Affairs 

Washieka Torres, Vice Chair for Disabled Student Affairs 

Lucas Almonte, Vice Chair for Technology Fees 

 

2013-2014 Delegates & Alternates: 

Cynthia Roldan (Baruch College Delegate) 

Farhana Hassan (Baruch College Alternate) 

Domingo Estevez (Borough of Manhattan Community College Delegate)  

Kelvin Urena (Bronx Community College Alternate) 

Joseph Awadjie (Brooklyn College Graduate Delegate) 

Washieka Torres (Brooklyn College Graduate Alternate) 

Muhammad Arshad (City College Graduate Delegate)  

 Alfajo Jallow (Guttman Community College Delegate)  

Angie Urena (Guttman Community College Delegate) 

Jessica Leung (Guttman Community College Alternate) 

Dario Peralta (Hostos Community College Delegate) 

Luis Gutierrez (Hunter College Graduate Delegate) 

Faika Kabir (John Jay Delegate) 

Julio Torres (John Jay Alternate) 

Daniel Melendez (Kingsborough Community College Delegate) 

Sohug Ghosh (LaGuardia Community College Delegate) 

Ashraful Chowdhury (LaGuardia Community College Alternate) 

Orevaghene Obaro-Best (Lehman College Delegate)  

Orlando Buddle (Medgar Evers College Second Alternate) 

Lucas Almonte (New York City College of Technology Delegate) 

Fernando Rosales (New York City College of Technology Delegate) 

Latiffa Facey (Queensborough Community College Delegate)  

Matthew Louie (Queens College Delegate)  
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Jennifer Fernandez (Queens College Delegate)  

Raj Maheshwari (Queens College Delegate)  

Jorge Villatoro (College of Staten Island Delegate) 

Jannatul Tarzin (York College Delegate) 

Shabab Ali (York College Alternate) 

Dominique Nisperos (CUNY Graduate Center Delegate) 

Laila Varcie (CUNY Law Delegate) 

 

University Student Senate: 

Fernando Araujo, Executive Director 

Cruz Garcia, Budget Director 

Robert Agyemang, Legislative Director 

 

Office of Student Affairs: 

Dr. Christopher Rosa, Dean of Student Affairs 

Charmaine Worthy, University Coordinator of Student Activities 

 

 

 

There were present:  

 

I. Roll Call 
With 24 voting members present, quorum is established. Chairperson Arshad calls the meeting to order at 

1:29 pm.   

 

II. Approval of the Agenda 

I. Roll Call 

II. Approval of the Agenda 

III. Approval of March 30, 2014 Minutes  

IV. Chairpersons Report 

V. Vice Chair Reports 

VI. Announcement 

VII. Adjournment 

 

VC Roldan motioned to approve the Agenda; the motion was seconded by Sen. Louie.  

The motion carried unanimously: {30 yes, 0 no, 0 abstentions}. 

 

III. Approval of Minutes of March 30, 2014 

VC Jallow motioned to approve the Minutes of March 30, 2014 with corrections. The motion was seconded 

by Sen. Peralta. The motion carried unanimously (29 yes, 0 no, 1 abstention (VC Julio Torres)) 

 

IV. Chairperson’s  Report 

In a brief report, Chairman Arshad began by discussing SUNY voices for faculty and students and mentioning 

that there is an opportunity for USS to partner with them.  

 

USS Steering members are still working on events. The 1st Annual USS and CCSD Students with Disabilities 

conference on Leadership and Advocacy on April 22nd at Guttman Community College was a success. 

Chairman Arshad commended VC Washieka Torres for her outstanding work towards the conference and also 

commended Sen. Carreno for her hard work as well. USS and CCSD also cosponsored the COSDI 5th Annual 

CUNY Accessibility Conference on April 25th at John Jay College.  
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On May 9th at Baruch College, USS will have Culturally United New York (CUNY) event. This event will 

celebrate all the International Students and clubs of CUNY.  

 

On May 15th at Hunter College, USS will host CUNYs Got Talent event. This event highlights the winners of 

other campuses Got Talent events to compete for the chance at $2000.  

 

USS has a first draft of the CUNY is happy video. He commended Alex Leu and Sen. Ramos for all their hard 

work. He also thanked Christopher Moye for his choreography, and thanked CUNYs Public Safety and 

Student Life offices for the assistance in this project.    

 

On May 7th USS is partnering with NYPIRG and PSC for CUNY at the Council event.  

 

V. Vice Chair Reports 
Chairperson Arshad yielded the floor to VC Roldan. 

 

Report of the Vice Chair for Legislative Affairs, Cynthia Roldan: 

 

Dear Leaders,  

 

I hope you all had a relaxing spring break. This report has many crucial dates and action items, so 

please make a note of those dates and items we need your collaboration with.  

 

I. City Council FY 2015 Preliminary Budget  

On Wednesday April 23rd, 2014 City Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, Finance Committee 

Chair Julissa Ferreras and the City Council released the Council’s response to the Fiscal Year 2015 

Preliminary budget, which included funding to restore CUNY Prep, Black Male Initiative, expand 

the Summer Youth Employment Program (SYEP), expand ferry service citywide, and most 

importantly allocate $10 Million for an academic scholarship (AAA) for New York City students. It 

also included the legislative recommendation to rise the age of criminal responsibility to 17, which 

would affect current and incoming students.  

 

II. CUNY at the Council  

We have been meeting with New York Public Interest Research Group (NYPIRG) and Professional 

Staff Congress (PSC), to solidify a joint action plan for May 7th, 2014. We sent out a Google sign up 

form via the Listserv please share it and the Facebook page with your colleagues and student body. 

We are in the process of finalizing the joint-platform, which as of now includes the following:  

 

- Protect Community College Students from Another Tuition Hike  

o Community colleges are a gateway to opportunity for many New Yorkers. However, with rising 

costs and dwindling state support, many students are already stretched thin. Protecting community 

college students from another $300 tuition hike will take an investment of $24.2 million from the 

City. Instead of hiking tuition, the Council should support CUNY’s full budget request with 

increased public funds for CUNY community colleges.  

 

- Fund New Full-time Faculty and Student Services with Public Dollars, Not Tuition Increases  

o CUNY needs City funding for new full-time faculty lines, new counselors and student services. 

These investments would require $8.3 million and will help students get the classes they need to 

graduate on time, bring class sizes under control, and ensure that community college students get the 
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support they need both in and out of the classroom. The Council should support CUNY’s full budget 

request to add faculty and student services.  

 

- Expand Access to CUNY with City-Funded Financial Aid  

o Historically, the City Council has invested in financial aid programs that fill students’ un-met 

financial needs and reward their academic achievement. However, over the past five years, valuable 

need- and merit-based scholarships have been completely defunded. These were also the only public 

programs available to undocumented students. Many CUNY students receive the federal Pell Grant 

and a state Tuition Assistance Program (TAP) award to help them pay for college. But most CUNY 

students have no access to public merit-based aid, and tens of thousands of low-income students and 

potential students do not qualify for TAP or receive inadequate TAP awards. Students who attend 

CUNY need new City-funded financial aid programs to ensure that New York City’s best and 

brightest can afford to attend college here and to help students offset rising tuition and fill the gaps in 

TAP. The Council should reestablish City-funded financial aid programs to answer students’ 

academic achievement and financial needs.  

 

- Restore Council-Supported CUNY Initiatives and Make Them Part of CUNY’s Annual Baseline 

Budget  

o Enrichment programs such as the Creative Arts Team and the Civic Justice Corps, along with the 

Murphy Institute for Worker Education and Labor Studies, Center for Puerto Rican Studies, and 

Dominican Studies Institute have all benefitted CUNY students. Unfortunately, these CUNY 

initiatives were not funded in the Preliminary [Executive?] Budget. As in past years, it has been left 

to the City Council to fund them with discretionary funds. The City Council should restore funding 

for these programs and initiatives to 2008-2009 levels. The Council should also press to make 

traditionally Council-funded budget items part of the baseline budget for CUNY.  

 

- Fully Fund CUNY’s Capital Budget Request  

o Students learn more and faculty and staff are more productive when they have modern equipment, 

decent facilities and a safe, healthy learning and working environment. The new Fiterman Hall at 

BMCC and recent projects at Hostos Community College and Bronx Community College have led to 

real improvements in learning and working conditions at CUNY. But there is so much more to do. 

Students and faculty support CUNY’s five and ten-year capital budget requests. We join the 

University in urging you to fight for funding CUNY’s 2014/15 critical maintenance and construction 

needs.  

 

Please note all lobby visits will be in the city and students are able to attend meetings in the morning 

or afternoon or both depending on their home and school districts. We need to have all students 

registered by May 2nd so we can coordinate the lobby visits effectively.  

 

III. Spring Voter Registration  

State elections are coming up and we want our students to be as prepared as possible. We want to 

show the state legislature that we have awaken and that they need to take CUNY Student concerns 

seriously if they want to keep their posts. Xulfi, Sebastian and I have continued our dialogue with 

NYPIRG to discuss our GOTV and voter registration strategy. The first thing we would like to do is 

have a table at your schools big upcoming events to register students to vote. We thank many of you 

for filling out our form; we are still awaiting a response from the following colleges. I want to thank 

Xulfi for kicking-off voter registration at QCC this week!  
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IV. Voter Mobilization Trainings  

The second thing we have identified as a critical action item, is training. We would like every current 

student government help us identify and build a relationship with the newly elected leaders that way 

we can map out our strategy until November. We want to train a set of key people in your new teams 

how to do voter registration and assign a school captain to work with us to increase voter registration 

and plan events and activities to mobilize students on November 4, 2014.  

 

V. SWEAT Coalition  

The SWEAT Coalition presented to our committee the need to revamp wage lien laws in New York, 

many New Yorkers are not being paid the wages they earned by employers. In our dialogue we have 

stated that we agree this is an issue and would like to partake in this initiative however we would like 

to see a more explicit mention to how this impacts our students and suggested that they include 

parameters and a definition for internships where the wage exploitation of our students tends to 

occur. Last week the SWEAT Coalition held a forum at CUNY Law where we were able to discuss 

the wage lien’s impact to students and work on potential changes.  

 

VI. Closing Remarks  

There are many initiatives ahead of us as a University Student Senate and I invite you to partake in 

the initiatives I have mentioned above. If you have any ideas, suggestions, concerns or feedback 

please forward them to me as quickly as possible. Please let me know if you would like to join the 

Legislative Action Committee, our next meeting is Monday May 12th at 7pm at Baruch College. I 

look forward to continue working with each and every one of you throughout the continuation of this 

year. Thank you. 
 

Chairperson Arshad yielded the floor to VC Gutierrez. 

 

Report of the Vice Chair for Graduate Affairs, Luis Gutierrez: 

VC Gutierrez thanked everyone for their support in working towards Graduate Student TAP and tuition 

tax credit. Though they did not succeed in getting it included in the budget, there has been good 

conversation about it and next year with good advocacy, it may be included.  

 

In regards to the Graduate Student event, he is still working out the kinks. He would like to continue the 

momentum for graduate students.  

 

Chairperson Arshad yielded the floor to VC Julio Torres. 

 

Report of the Vice Chair for Senior Colleges, Julio Torres: 

VC Julio Torres began by discussing the Peer Mentorship Program. There are some hurdles, but the work 

is in progress. He remained optimistic the program would start in the fall. BMCC currently runs a 

successful program, and Hunter College will start one this year. There is a 97% graduation rate from the 

BMCC program. He proposes that mentors get paid from student fees, for this a referendum would be 

needed CUNY-wide. He also extended kudos to VCs Washieka Torres and Luis Gutierrez for their hard 

work on behalf of students with disabilities and veterans.  

 

Chairperson Arshad yielded the floor to VC Almonte. 
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Report of the Vice Chair for Technology Fee Affairs, Lucas Almonte: 

 

Website 
            We have been working on the new website template. The demo website can be viewed 
at http://demo.webriver.co/uss-theme. Compared to the current website, the new website will be 
far more interactive and includes several key new components to extend our outreach to the student 
body. One major change is the quality of pictures and the easiness of accessing information. The 
new website includes features typically found on social media websites like a comment section and a 
"like" button on posts made on the newsletter page. The current website's newsletter page only 
provides a PDF link. In the contrary, the new website will allow us to post articles, videos, photos 
and events on the newsletter page. Additionally, the new website includes a resource page for U.S.S. 
to provide crucial information to visitors such as the information to each student government, 
scholarship information, and event details. 
 

Draft CUNY Technology Fee Committee Policy 

            The proposed CUNY Student Technology Fee Committee Policy will create a uniform 
policy and much needed oversight. The first change is naming the committee: Student Technology 
Fee Committee. Although this might be seem as a minor change, it signifies that students will be in 
directing the agenda of the Student Technology Fee Committee. Tech Fee is paid by students and is 
intended to serve the students therefore, students should have a stronger voting presence in the 
committee. I have outlined the main points of the proposed policy and have also attached the entire 
policy. 
Main Points: 

 Policy establishes a clear and uniform purpose for the Tech Fee committee 

 Sets forth the composition for the Tech Fee, including voting student representatives 

 Requires the committee to submit the names of student representatives to the Chief 
Information Officer of CUNY 

 Requires the financial disclosure of the Tech Fee budget and expenditures to student 
government representatives 

 Orders a mandatory annual audit to be conducted at the end of the fiscal year 
 

 

Draft: 04/15/2014 

 

CUNY Student Technology Fee Committee Policy-DRAFT 

 

 

I. Student Technology Fee Committee 

 

a) The Student Technology Fee (STF) is designed to provide funds for improving existing technology and 

acquiring new technology to be used by the students of the City University of New York (CUNY) and it's 

respective individual constituent colleges. This committee is subject the Board of Trustees resolutions 

regarding the collection of Student Technology Fee, and procedures or guidelines promulgated by the 

respective college. The Student Technology Fee committee shall supervise the allocation and distribution 

of funds made available to the committee. Student Technology Fee expenditures are determine by the 

Student Tech Fee Committee (STFC). Prior to the expenditure of funds, the Student Technology Fee 

committee shall develop, review and adopt a budget for the fiscal year. The allocations and expenditures 

shall be in conformance with the expenditure categories defined in Section II of this article and the 

http://demo.webriver.co/uss-theme
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Student Technology Fee committee shall disapprove any allocation or expenditure it finds does not so 

conform, or is inappropriate, improper, or inequitable. 

 

b) A Student Technology Fee committee shall consist of fifteen (15) voting members. 

 

1. The Student Technology Fee committee is composed of: 

 

(i) The college president or his/her designee as chair. 

(ii) Four (4) administrative members appointed by the college president. 

(iv) Three (3) faculty members elected by the appropriate college faculty governance body. 

(v) Seven student members comprised of the student government president(s) and other elected or non-

elected students with the student seats allocated on a basis which will provide representation to each 

government, where more than one exists, as nearly as practicable in proportion to the student technology 

fee provided by the students from the respective constituencies.  

(vi) Additional members without voting privileges may be assigned in an advisory capacity. 

 

II. Student Technology Fee Uses - Expenditure Categories 

 

a) Student Technology Fee funds shall be allocated and expended only for the following purposes: 

 

1. Upgrading of instructional computer labs  

2. New instructional computer labs  

3. Acquiring or upgrading student accessible computers 

4. Implementing or upgrading student-serving computer labs 

5. Improving student services 

6. Faculty development of new or improved courseware 

7. Electronic information resources in the library  

8. Personnel for installation and maintenance of computer services 

9. Upgrading instructional spaces to support technology-assisted learning 

10. Acquiring technology tools to support college-sponsored student activities 

11. Expand student access to current technology 

 

 

III. Limitations 

 

Expenditures of Student Technology Fee funds must be in accordance with the established expenditure 

categories. Specific limitations include but are limited to the following: 

 

A. Student Technology Fee funds cannot be utilized for programs, personnel, facilities, or items not used 

by the general student population. 

 

IV. Student Representation  

The Chair of the Student Technology Fee committee shall report the names and EMPLID of each student 

representative on the committee to the Chief Information Officer of CUNY by October 30th for the Fall 

semester and March 30th for the Spring semester.  

 

V. Financial Disclosure 

 

a) The Chair of the Student Technology Fee committee shall be responsible for the full disclosure to each 

of the student governments of the college of all financial information with respect to student technology 

fee.  
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b) For purposes of the foregoing paragraph, full disclosure shall mean the presentation each semester of 

written financial statements which shall include, but need not be limited to, the source of all student 

technology fee income by constituency, disbursements, past reserves, surplus accounts, and projects 

which will continue to roll over from a previous fiscal year. Certified independent audits performed by a 

public auditing firm shall be conducted at least once each year. There should therefore be a financial 

statement at the end of the Fall semester and an annual financial report at the end of the fiscal year. 

 

In regards to Article XV, Executive Director Araujo had a meeting Dan Simonette, and the changes fall in 

line with title IX, there was some language change, and the Laila from the Student Rep Project will look 

into that. 

 

Chairperson Arshad yielded the floor to VC Washieka Torres. 

 

Report of the Vice Chair for Disability Affairs, Washieka Torres: 

 

The Student conference went really well. She thanked, Chairman Arshad and VC Jallow for their support. 

CUNY Leads did not pass in the Senate vote, but we will continue to push for it. She announced the 

annual CCSD Leadership retreat.  

 

Chairperson Arshad yielded the floor to VC Estevez. 

 

Report of the Vice Chair for Community College Affairs, Domingo Estevez 

 

VC Estevez began by discussing ways to bridge the gap between CUNY and the community. There will 

be a basketball tournament, this summer in Washington Heights and USS will be a sponsor. Also, there 

will be an event at Lehman College on May 13th discussing the Haitian and Dominican Republic conflicts 

in the Dominican Republic. The flyer will be out soon. 

 

Chairperson Arshad yielded the floor to VC Jallow. 

 

Report of the Vice Chair for International Student Affairs, Alfajo Jallow  

 

VC Jallow thanked the committee for CUNY event which will included performances and different 

cultural clubs participating. He encouraged members to come in their cultures clothing and have their 

countries flag. They need help with promotion.  

 

Committee member Oscar Martinez mentioned that was contacting clubs and vendors. This event will be 

a fashion show with art, music, networking and food. There will be a focus on culture and educating on 

different cultures. The venue will be Baruch College gym.  

 

Chairman Arshad stated that CUNY takes pride in being most diverse university in the country, and the 

world and this event will be a great way to showcase that. This is also an opportunity to create a CUNY-

wide international students network.   

 

 

 

 

 

 




