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Office of the University Student Senate 
555 West 57th Street, 1420 

                   New York, NY 10019 
           Tel: (646) 664-8844 

Fax: (646) 664-8863 

MINUTES OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING OF THE 

UNIVERSITY STUDENT SENATE OF THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK 
 

HELD 
 

FEBRUARY 19, 2016 
 

AT CENTRAL OFFICE OF STUDENT AFFAIRS CONFERENCE ROOM  

AT 555 WEST 57TH STREET—BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN 
 
There were present:  

USS Steering Members: 
Joseph Awadjie, Chairperson 

Chika Onyejiukwa, Vice Chair for Legislative Affairs 

Shirley Jackson, Vice Chair for Graduate Affairs 

Nicholas Asamoah, Vice Chair for Community College Affairs 

Dexter Robers, Vice Chair for Disability Affairs 

Katherine Gutierrez Rios, Vice for International Student Affairs 

Taisha Pagan, Vice Chair for Technology Fee Affairs 

Sandra Okeke, Vice Chair for Part-time and Evening Affairs 

 

University Student Senate Staff: 
Fernando Araujo, Executive Director 

Lucas Almonte, Legislative Director  

 

Guest: 

Sen. Samantha Wong, College of Staten Island 

John Aderounmu, Hunter College 

Sabina Noel, Queens College 

Gurpreet Singh, Queens College 

Jeffrey Ekwealor, Borough of Manhattan Community College 

Steve Kleinberg,  

 

I. Roll Call 

With 8 voting members present, a quorum was established. Chairman Awadjie called the meeting to order at 

6:25 PM. 

 

II. Approval of the Agenda 

I. Roll Call 

II. Approval of the Agenda 

III. Approval of the January 29, 2016 Minutes 

 

IV. Chair’s Report 
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 NYSABPRL Legislative Conference Overview 

 USS Board of Trustees Resolution Update 

 Revisions to Credit Card Payments 

 MCU Scholarship 

V. International Women’s Day Event 

VI. Vice Chair’s Report 

VII. Theatre Proposal  

VIII. Queens College SASA 

IX. Higher Action Day on February 25, 2016 

X. Somos el Futuro Legislative Conference Proposal  

XI. Announcements 

XII. Adjournment 

 

VC Pagan motioned to approve the agenda; the motion was seconded by VC Asamoah. The motion carried 

unanimously: {8 Yes, 0 No, 0 Abstentions}. 

 

III. Approval of the January 29, 2016 Minutes 

VC Onyejiukwa motioned to approve the January 29, 2016 minutes; the motion was seconded by VC Pagan. 

The motion carried unanimously: {8 Yes, 0 No, 0 Abstentions}. 

 

IV. Chair’s Report 

Chairman Awadjie began his report by noting that VC Soomro was excused from the meeting due to obligations 

related to a death in his family; VC Singh was also excused from the meeting because his academic obligations 

required him to travel outside of New York.  

 

Chairman Awadjie yielded the floor to Director Araujo. Director Araujo reported on the 2016 NYSABPRL 

Legislative Conference which was hosted from February 13-15, in Albany. The conference was great success 

for USS. Director Araujo reported that he heard great feedback from the conference organizers about the USS 

volunteers. He also heard positive feedback from students, administrators, and legislators about the USS 

information booth and our organizing around the tuition freeze campaign. Multiple members of Steering also 

echoed similar sentiments.  

 

Chairman Awadjie reported that he, VC Onyejiukwa, VC Soomro, VC Pagan, Director Araujo, Director 

Almonte, and former VC for Fiscal, Donavan Borington, met with Vice Chancellor Sanchez and the CUNY 

Central leadership to discuss the resolution USS adopted regarding the USS fee increase earmarking. Chairman 

Awadjie stated that the USS representatives were able to strongly make the claim that was outlined in the 

resolution at that meeting. Dean Rosa will be sending out a summary of that discussion and the then there will 

be a follow up meeting to discuss a resolution.  

 

Chairman Awadjie reported that the he and a small committee of students met with Vice Chancellor Sapienza 

and members from the central office to discuss changes to the policy governing the payment of tuition with 

credit card payments. Previously, students who wanted to pay tuition with a credit card were charged a 

percentage of the transaction. The summary of the changes is given in an email that was sent to all CUNY 

students: 
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This is to advise you that CUNY will be making revisions to the procedures for utilizing a Credit or Debit 

card for tuition and fee payments. 

 

Effective March 13, 2016, all Credit and Debit Card transactions will be processed via the University’s 

Payment Plan. The Payment Plan provides students and their families the option of paying their tuition 

and fees over a period of up to six months.  This flexibility enables everyone to reduce the burden of 

paying all tuition and fees prior to the start of the academic term.  This deferred payment plan continues 

to be an interest free benefit for students and their families. 

 

Effective with the Summer 2016 semester, the Enrollment Fee for the payment plan will be $95 per term.  

For students and their families who opt for direct withdrawals from their bank accounts, a discount will be 

provided which will lower the Enrollment Fee to $40 per term. 

 

The eCheck payment option through CUNYfirst Self-Service remains an alternative payment option that 

is cost effective since it does not require an Enrollment Fee. 

 

We trust that these changes will cause minimum disruption, and allow our students to continue to have a 

variety of payment options. 

 

Chairman Awadjie reported that he and Director Araujo have been in communications with the Municipal 

Credit Union (MCU) about establishing a scholarship that will target undocumented students. The conversations 

are just starting but this is a great opportunity to get funding to a set of students that desperately need it.  

 

V. 2016 USS International Women’s Day Event with Womenwerk  

 

UNIVERSITY STUDENT SENATE  

FUNDING RESOLUTION FOR USS INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY EVENT   

FEBRUARY 19, 2015 

TO THE USS STEERING COMMITTEE 

 __________________________________________________________________ 

 
RESOLVED, that the University Student Senate approve an amount not to exceed $11,050 for USS’ 

partnership with Womenwerk on the International Women’s Day Event.  

 

WomenWerk Introduction 

 
WomenWerk is a non-profit organization founded in 2013 that reaches 300 women and girls annually. 
We seek to provide a platform for women to discuss gender equity issues, share personal 
development opportunities, and celebrate individual and collective success. Our ultimate goal is to 
equip women with the knowledge, confidence, and connections to pursue and succeed at their 
dreams. We accomplish this by hosting networking events throughout the year and a hallmark Forum 
and Gala centered on International Women’s day in early March. 
  
Why WomenWerk 
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Despite many efforts by U.S. companies, recent surveys show that women are still 15% less likely to 
be promoted than men.1 Not only in the workplace, but in society at large women continue to face 
unique challenges. A haven for discussion is not only necessary to overcome these challenges, but 
to ultimately lay the foundations of a more just society. WomenWerk creates a space for intentional 
conversation and exchange, and seeks to inspire solutions toward empowerment.   
 
How WomenWerk 
 
Forum 
For the past three years we have annually connected 50 high school and college students with 
mentors in their industry of interest. We continue to provide girls with relevant professional and 
personal development opportunities and this year are pleased to offer a coding workshop in addition 
to our traditional roundtable discussions. Yearly the forum is attended by an average of 150 young 
professionals where we invite seasoned professionals to speak on panels. Additionally, we also host 
practical skillshare workshops that provide useful information on topics like how to start your own e-
commerce business to getting your creative work published. 
  
Gala 
At the Gala we honor inspiring women and men and invite our membership to learn from them. We 
were presented with a Proclamation from the City by Mark Levine at our Gala in 2015 and past 
honorees have included: 
- Chika Onyejiukwa, President USG Hunter college, Student Leader of the Year Honoree 
- President Lisa Coico, President of City College,Leadership in Higher Education Honoree 
- CUNY Trustee Freida Foster, Leadership in Higher Education Honoree 
- Letitia James, NYC Public Advocate, Leadership in Public Service Honoree 
Other 
In order to reach a broader audience we have increased our social media presence. Our curated blog 
and twitter chats aim to provide access to thought leaders from across the globe on issues relevant 
to our community. Additionally, we have successfully hosted and continue to host networking events 
that allow women, early-career and seasoned professionals, to make valuable connections and gain 
perspectives outside of their workplace.  

 

Budget Proposal for 2016 Forum and Gala  
 

Item 2016 Vendor 
Price/ 

person 
Number 
served Total To be paid by 

Hosts (2), Performers (2) and 

Keynote Speaker (Gala) 
Individual Contacts $500 5 $2,500 WomenWerk 

Breakfast for Forum MBJ Food Services 10 120 $1,200 USS 

Lunch/Drinks for Forum MBJ Food Services 10+ 150 $1,700 USS 

Gala Appetizers  
Dining with Grace 
Caterer 

$9.50 100 $950 WomenWerk 

                                                
1 http://www.wsj.com/articles/whats-holding-women-back-in-the-workplace-1443600242 last accessed October 14, 

2015 

http://www.wsj.com/articles/whats-holding-women-back-in-the-workplace-1443600242
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Soft Drinks & Water Costco $5.50 100 $550 WomenWerk 

Utensils, Cups, Plates, 
Covers 

Costco  150 $300 WomenWerk 

Wine & Dessert Costco 10 10 $1,000 WomenWerk 

Forum Location & Tech and 
Security 

John Jay College  - $5,500 USS 

Gala Location & Tech and 
Security 

John Jay College  - $1,500 USS 

Printing Programs Far Better Copy 300 1 $400 USS 

Conference Printing: Lists, 
Signage, Etc. 

Staples  - - $500 WomenWerk 

Gift Bags 
ELF, Sephora, 
MAC, DID nails 

30 25 $625 WomenWerk 

Signs, Stationery and 
Conference Supplies 

Staples - - $750 WomenWerk 

Awards for Gala  Belone in Brooklyn        95 9 $855 
 

USS 
 

Flyers Freelancer 100 4 $400 WomenWerk 

Step and Repeat Banner Trophy Awards 1 $800 $800 USS 

Photography and 
Videography (Forum & Gala) 

Freelancer 1 $1,000 $2,000 
USS 

 

Decorations & Floral 
Pretty Perfect 
Planning (or other) 

- - $800 WomenWerk 

Total    $20, 500  

USS Total    $11,050  

WomenWerk Total    $9,450  

 

In addition WomenWerk is honored to offer USS the opportunity to nominate two of their 

students for the  Student of the Year Award as well as provide 20 young professionals Forum or 

Gala tickets for distribution to USS senior Undergraduate or Graduate students.   

 

VC Pagan motioned to approve funding resolution for the International Women’s Day Event Resolution; the 

motion was seconded by VC Okeke. The motion carried unanimously: {8 Yes, 0 No, 0 Abstentions}.  

 
 

VI. David Margulies People of NY Stage Series Proposal  

The proposal below is submitted by Steve Kleinberg: 

To: USS Steering Committee 

From: Steve Kleinberg 

Re: USS Presents “The David Margulies People of the NY Stage Series” 

 

Can’t get a ticket to see “Hamilton” on Broadway?! Well, what if members of the cast 
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visited your campus, and you could meet them, for free?! USS has an opportunity to play a leadership role in 

creating one of the most important educational programs promoting live theatre in New York City. Making the 

stars of some of Broadway’s most popular productions accessible to CUNY students; and do so at a fraction of 

the cost of going through a talent agency. 

 

The program would be named after David Margulies, a veteran of many stage, film, and television productions 

(and an alumnus of The City College), who passed away  

earlier this month. 

 

Participating campuses would be responsible for subsidizing the cost of a post-event reception/lunch in honor 

of our respective guest(s). Invitations would be provided to the students most active in organizing the event. 

Moreover, the campuses should help provide supplemental publicity materials for the event. USS would, at 

least for this calendar year, be responsible for: paying the talent, providing transportation, and helping with 

publicity. We should also solicit at least some support from the University for the program (although right now, 

we must recognize that University is experiencing certain budgetary restraints). Eventually, if this program 

proves to be successful, we should be able to fundraise from sources outside the University. 

 

The campuses would also be responsible for providing an adequate space for the event, a properly tuned piano 

and/or AV equipment if needed (at no cost to USS). 

Ideally, the host campus will have a Drama department and a student leader who is awilling and able to facilitate 

an interview/Q&A.  

 

The program for each event is pretty straightforward: 

 

1) Introduction 

2) Musical performance (2 or 3 songs) and/or video clip 

3) Short interview (4 questions from student interviewer) 

4) Audience Q&A 

5) Photo ops with talent. 

 

In our inaugural year, I propose sponsoring at least six events (3 in the spring, and 3 in the fall). 

 

Timetable: 

February/March: identify potential host campuses, recruit talent (provide contract), plan news conference 

announcing the program. 

 

March/April: publicize events  

April-June: one prior to spring break, one not too long after spring break, and one (i.e. Hamilton cast member(s)) 

in early June.*  

 

Total request from USS (for all six events), with the support of Vice Chancellor Sanchez: $25,000.** 

 

Talent:     $20,000 (some events may have multiple guests) 

Travel:     $2,500-$3,000 

Publicity: $2,000-$2,500 

 

Mr. Kleinberg stated that he is looking to broaden USS’ name recognition. He lamented the fact that many New 

Yorkers have never been to Broadway; many theatre majors don’t have access to resources that would help 

nurture and support their talents. Mr. Kleinberg has organized five similar events at Queens College in the past. 
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The format is simple and will only cost a fraction of what talent agencies would charge. The version of the 

proposal submitted is different but the concept is the same.    There is a show, a question and answer portion, 

and then there is a reception at the end.  

 

VC Pagan stated that it would be more practical to start the series on one campus before expanding to multiple.  

 

After brief discussion, the group agreed to review the proposal again when the logistics for one campus are set 

up.  

 

VII. Queens College SASA 

SASA, also known as the South Asian Student Association at Queens College is the umbrella of all South Asian 

clubs on campus. They presented on their annual formal. A portion of the proposal outlines some of the details 

below: 

• Date: March 3rd, 2016 (SU BALLROOM- 8pm) 

• Collaborating with Queens College Sikh Club and Queens College Student Association. 

• Greater sense of unity 

• The formal is a product of collective of ideas from colleges all around New York City and Long 

Island. 

• The South Asian community makes up nearly a third of our campuses student population. 

• After having around 200 guests at our last formal, we are planning on accommodating almost 

double that and reaching our maximum capacity. 

• They are requesting $5,000. 

 

The Committee agree to table this item.  

 

VIII. Higher Action Day on February 25, 2016 

Chairman Awadjie reemphasized the importance of having a strong presence from the USS leadership in 

Albany. It is important that the students in our delegation are reminded about the bus time and pick up and that 

our message is concise.  

 

There will be a press conference in Albany before the meetings with legislators begin.  

IX. Somos el Futuro Legislative Conference 

 

UNIVERSITY STUDENT SENATE  

FISCAL RESOLUTION: 2016 SOMOS EL FUTURO LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE 

FEBRUARY 19, 2016 

TO THE USS STEERING COMMITTEE 

 __________________________________________________________________ 

 
RESOLVED, that the University Student Senate Steering Committee approve an amount not to exceed 

$27,500 in funding to provide the USS delegation with the opportunity to represent CUNY at the 2016 

Somos el Futuro Legislative Conference in Albay, NY from March 18-20, 2016 as presented in the 

proposal request. 
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USS Budget Breakdown  

Vendor Description  Quantity Cost 

Ramada Plaza Hotel   Lodging: Friday (3/18) to             

Sunday (3/20) 

36 rooms $8,000 

Ramada Plaza Hotel  Dinner: Friday & Saturday 

Lunch: Monday 

Breakfast: Complimentary  

60 attendees, includes COSA and 

public safety  

$3,000 

Avianna Transportation  Charter Bus to and from 

Ramada Plaza 

2 buses $2,500 

NYSABPRL Inc. Gala Tickets at $275 

 

40 Gala Tickets 

 

$11,000 

 

Miscellaneous  Unexpected expenses N/A $3,000 

Total Expenses   $27,500 

 
*these figures are estimates based on current market rates. They may vary slightly. Expenses will not 

exceed approved amounts.  
 

VC Roberts motioned to approve funding resolution for the Somos el Futuro Legislative Conference; the 

motion was seconded by VC Gutierrez Rios. The motion carried unanimously: {8 Yes, 0 No, 0 Abstentions}.  

 
 

X. Announcements 
Director Araujo Announced that he will be on leave the week of September 7, 2015.  

 

XI. Adjournment 

Upon motion duly made, seconded and carried, this University Student Senate Steering Committee meeting 

was adjourned at 8:45 P.M.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________     ________________________ 

Chairperson,       Recording Secretary,  

Joseph Awadjie        Fernando Araujo 

 
 


